THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
cannot be said to have organized his Department well, still less to
have conducted its relations with the House as a whole in such a way
as to have benefited both.7 Pani'//zi, contrariwise, was very soon after
his arrival taken away from his scholarly work in literature, which he
loved, and immersed in administration.
As a library administrator he has never had a rival; he throws
Bignon, Korf and Dclisle into the shade; perhaps his nearest com-
petitor is Dr. Herbert Putnam. But it must be admitted that he was
felix opportumtfite vitac. He arrived at the time of the meeting of the
old* and new, crystallized in England by the Reform Bill He found a
library of n 5,000 printed volumes, not counting the King's Library,
which was not actually received till after his appointment. And this
library not only stood low among the greater libraries of Europe,
disgracefully low considering the position of the country, whose
national library it nominally was, but it was a haphazard accumulation
of benefactions, useful no doubt for historical scholars, though not as
useful as methodical purchasing could have made it even to them, and
to students of modern subjects of practically no use at all. Playing on
the national vanity, as a foreigner could so well do, and using in his
later days his considerable political influence as an unofficial inter-
mediary between the Government and Continental Liberals, he
obtained national funds and left a methodical collection (apart from
the Grenvillc bequest, which was solely due to himself), properly
supplied by copyright and purchase, of close on a million books. The
manuscripts, with which he was not concerned till he became Prin-
cipal Librarian, had, of course, from the first been of high impor-
tance; the Printed Books were a neglected appendage to them till his
Keepership,
To books a catalogue is necessary, and to a catalogue a code of
rules, Panizzi's long and exasperating battle with journalists and with
a Board unduly influenced by them, to secure a worthy catalogue, has
been lightly sketched above. His Rules were the first thorough code
ever drawn up; And he secured house-room for books and seats for
readers on a scale never before imagined. In all these four things,
collection, shelving, catalogue and reading room, the standards which
we use today to judge him were of his own invention.